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Easter Bunny, Sheriff's Deputies
Deliver Cheer to Hospital

Originally printed at http://www.kcrg.com/news/local/89889167.html

CEDAR RAPIDS - If you are in a hospital wing and come across three members of a
local sheriff’s department, in full uniform and waiting outside a room, you may
wonder what is going on inside.

At least, on Easter Sunday, nothing but positive circumstances.

“We appreciate the fact that people came out to visit him,” said Flora Callaham as she
talked about her 12-year-old son, T.J. Ross, a Type I diabetic. “He has been here for
two nights now.” Callaham described her son as, “my hero”, from the constant insulin
shots to monitor his health.

“It’s actually cool because, when I'm here, I don’t have as many visitors,”
said Ross, a seventh-grader at Roosevelt Middle School in Cedar Rapids, after the
Easter Bunny and McGruff the Crime Dog paid a visit on Sunday morning.

Linn County Sheriff Brian Gardner walked the halls of both St. Luke’s Hospital and
Mercy Medical Center, flanked by the costumed characters and deputies Mike Haeder
and Veni Cassell. Gardner said working with The Easter Bunny Foundation, based in
Orlando, Fla., made the visits possible.

“The Easter Bunny Foundation said they would be willing to give the costumes and the
plush toys if we took the time and went to the hospitals,” said Gardner. “Being stuck in
a hospital isn’t terribly enjoyable so we're doing our part to make it a bit more
pleasant.”

He considered that a deal, meeting with older children, like Ross, as well as newborns
who have never left the hospital.

"They stopped in and asked if they could stop by,” said Jessi Sweet, a mother for all of
two days to twin boys. “It will be something to show them when they get older.”
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